
### am

### a~
### am

### P

###pm

1:00 pm

1:30 pm

2:00P~
2:30pm

3:00 pm

3:30 p

4:00 p

4:30 p

5:00p

5:30p

6:00p

6:30 p

7:00 p

7:30 p

8:00p

8:30p

9:00p

9:30p

### p

### P

EX

College

College

Composite Week Sample
CBS

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

ThiaMoming
1130



Composite Week Sample
FOX

e.

FridayTuesday Wednesday ThursdayMonday

Fi::rb~~==-+=::.Il=:~iW:-f Good Day LA Good Day LA Good Day L.A. Good Day L.A. Good Day L.A.
10127 10/21 11'12 10123 10/24

7:00

7:30

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

###

###

###

###

###

###P
ma.=~ -1

1:00 p
m

1:30 p
m"~==~...-I

2:00 p
m~~lIIItftirl--1

2:30 p
3:00 pM~~==Ttt.:::::::"l~:-+~~~~Rb:f.~r::::-~~~ilr:::-+~~~=-lM~~=-'

3:30 p~"""'lIO""oL.--+~~~~F~~~-+-~-'Io&~-F~~""'-+-~..u.l,~-F~~t...--I

m

4:00 p
4:30 p~"""'":,,:,:,:~-+",,,"+r!:6!!l"r"r-~~~~+~s~~r;.~~~+~5~~~~~~-I

5:00 p
5:30 pM+=~-:=:-~T!-::~~~~~~~~~~:=r:--r:;~~~:-+~~~r::--I~~~=-I
6:00 PP.&...l~-~;;.J....o.lI.il---+~~~""'F.L..:L:'~--r-:~~~-+~~~"'"""'i~~~--I

6:30 p
7:00 PP~----iP~~-t.:.:;"L"~~~.;;..I",.~~+~~u..;.-r:;~~...L.,;,,.F~~Y

7:30 p
8:00 p p......,.=....L.;+~==::--+;.;;.&,..l.loll"'ll..l.,;.,F.&...I~....a..;;~;;.J...I.\IU,"-I.~~~~~Fj"",MjI"l.l...,L.;;,i

m.,.:.:;;.I.""I.,Iiolu.~,.;;;.l.,....J,7'~......~
8:30 p

m~....I...lljl~..I",;-+~"-l.IoIl.I.iz...~r;.;...I-__~~

9:00 p
m

9:30 p
### P~"""-.....I,-+--,....._ ....+ ......__....+-...._.....r.-1i--'&"'_---+"""__"""+-"""_--'-t

m



Composite Week Sample
NBC

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

lrT N-. Meet the Press

lrT ~11J8 rD1 11/9 Today Today Today Today Today

in
~ by the Bell:

News
10/27 10/21 10129 10123 10124

111~

lrT
l;;;{ity Guys 'Ex1 11/9 ID1 ID1 ID1 ID1 ID1No 111??

lrT ~byIheBeIl:
NFL Pre-Game Leeza."'I." "n? Leeza Leeza Leeza Leeza

lrT
~angT,me EXl10J19 r,:;, 10127 N:l 11/4 IN:1 11/5 1N:1 11 /2O IN:1 11/7
..... lnl?o;

In
~ang rime

Althel &Fred Arthel & Fred Arthel & Fred Althel &Fred Althel & FredNo 11""

In
-,,'

N:l
1OI2O rtv:l 1O/21 ;v:, 11/12 ~ 10/30 ;v:, 12/5Football

In fex1o:30-2pm News News News "&Xl::: News
EX ".

Nfl Football EX1 111'\ 1EX1,,'11 tEx111/1? EX111/1.t.

In
~-... 10126 btra' ~ Extra' rtv:l Extra! tTv:llOXU'll! rtv:l l:xtra!
Football ~ 11/1n ..... 11111 No ln/?Q ..... lnn'l No lln

In f.x;1:30-3pm
Another World Another Wond Another Wond Another World Another WorldEX .ft_~

m IEX1 ~ 11/3 ~ 11/4 ~ 10122 ~ 11/13 ~ 11/14

~1 .~ ,~~. ~~. ~gl~ ~ ~~. -, ~

m Lives Lives Lives Lives Lives

m r,v:, 10/20 r,v:, 10/28 r,v., 11/5 tN:1 1O/23 tN:1 1O/31

~
College

NFL Football Sunset Beach Sunset Beach Sunset Beach Sunset Beach Sunset Beach

m 10119 t;:;,11/10 r,v., 10/21 r,;, 12/3 tN:1 11/6 tTv:1 1O/24

.w~.g

m O'Donnell O'Donnell O'Donnell O'Donnell O'Donnell

'rTTiXl tEx1 tTv.1 11/3 ~ 10/28 tTv:l 2/4 tTv:l 1O/23 tTv:l 1O/31

Irrf;;,ravel (;ale
News N-. News N.- N-.No 11/??

News
tEx1 1113 tExJ10128 tEx1 11/5 IEX1 1116 fEX110131m

1112

m tEx1 News News News News

~--
~~.News fEX110120 IEX1 1120 1EX1 10130 tEx1 11/7EX .111?

10118 News News tEx1: ,News
Hollywood rext 11,.. r&x1 1f,.. World Series rex, 1117

m r,v., 11/2 rEXl 11?1l
IExitJ~,News 10122

EX111/1~
fEx1tJ~ News

EX 11tA EX 11114

"1EXl
Extra! , Extra! tTv:l Extra! INRl Extra!

Dateline NBC r,;;;,,111n tTv:l 111'1 No 1111; ... 1111;

IT ~xtnli 7-&pm rD1 11/9 r,;,Access r,:;,Access rex, ;v:,Access ;v:,Access
TV· ..".

IT
r,v., Jenny fn;{uooenly f;;iad About

Law &Order
~l'riendS

PlayersPretender TV·

IT 'tv:1 11/18 'tv:1 Jenny ~Jenny ~ewsRadio iv.J 2/18 ~iOn5qUare
N:l 1O/31

TV· ..... 1?/1 TV- in,.,. TV- 11/1;

IT Pretender
~roline In the ;v:, I' rasier f*?\Kockrrom N:l~:nteld Dateline NBCTV- .?/Q TV· ..... ..I?n

IT~ 1/10
Legends of the

~ked ,ruth ~tl:ihootMertv:lWorking ~eronica's
EX1

1O/24
Fall No ?I? No lnl?R No 'lllR

IT Profiler
8·11pm 11123

Dateline NBC Dateline NBC Law & Order ER Homicide

IT ';'l 11/1 ;v:, EX1
1O/27

EX1
1O/28 ~ 11119 m 11/2O ;v:, 11/14

t:aen program s '-(;/IP rating IS I lcatea on 1II1S gn ,WllIIln eaen program DIOCK. lIIe age·casea ratIng IS on tile ,en SlOe.

7:00a

7:30a

8:00a

8:30a

9:00a

9:30a

### a

### a

### a

### a

### p

### P

1:00 p

1:30 p

2:00 p

2:30 p

3:00p

3:30p

4:00p

4:30 p

5:00 p

5:30p

6:00p

6:30 p

7:00p

7:30p

8:00p

8:30p

9:00p

9:30p

### p

### p

and the content descriptor. if the program received one. is on the right side.
EX =Exempt· according to the guidelines. news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR " Not Rated - Ihese programs were unrated. but according to the guide~nes.should have been rated.



Composite Week Sample
PBS

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

7:00 all lV-Y neooore

7:30 an"; 9 comly

8:00 an 'NR amey &

8:30 an ~zz~:/=lace

9:00 an L;;ft~~"me

with

-----lim Lehrer
EX] .,,"".
~lshbone

INRl ,nr,..
WiIIll>one4-Spm
~ ,001

~IINyelhe

L-Newton s ~ ameyeo I=- samey eo I-=-;samey eo ~ amey eo ~ ameyeo
i,.y;.l TV-Y No Nit ~y Nit

~gicSCI100l ~ torylime ~ torytime '=" torytime '=" tory\Jme '"""" tory!lme
jiii:VJ ... 1nl':>7 ... 1nl'H ... 1M'" ... 11 .. ., ... 11/14

L!l!!i!gic :School L!l!!i!gic :school i--£.- H<ne ~"""ieH<ne ~"'"Horw ~gic ::;Chool
""'l jiii:VJ IlIMl,"';""a'l/17· " -i- P,,,,,a ,/1Q 1... I
l..f.....uzzle ..lace f--I Arthur i=--. AlUlur i=--. AlUlur i=--. Arthur i=--. AlUlur
~ 711 I'" I 1nno [NoYI ln171 lV-YI 11/17 IlV-YI 1n/~n I"""YI 10/74

c.....Jitorylime ~amey eo L.-Bamey & ~amey & ~amey & L-Barney &
""'l 1 nJ?S:: rtV:l ""'l jiii:VJ jiii:VJ jiii:VJ

9 .. 30 am ~althWeek .!!g.Ok 01 Virtues Luzzle Place Luzzle t"lace ..t.l!ZZle t"lace l..f.....uzzle t"lace Luzzle Place
... I 11/A ... 1111 jiii:VJ 10no jiii:VJ 1nl71 lV-Yl 10177 jiii:VJ 11'1: I",,"Y] 11/1 ..

### arT ..,.".,Ca~~'8 ~eliglon and Sesame Street Sesame Street Sesame Street Sesame Street Sesame Stree

### am ~oryGarden~e&limes.,......, 10/20 .,......, 10/28 .,......, 10129 ---.10130 ---.10/24
"""11~ EXll~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

### am
~iao Italoa ..Jd e & limes --ptory!lme --ptorybme L»toryllme --ptoryl.me --ptorytlme
INRl 11'" EX 10/1Q NRl 11"" NRl11111 liiRl 1J?A "ill 11'1'> NRl 1117

In ~--"'pon', ~imzies f---o,Wimz,e's f--IWimzie'S f--IWimzie's f--IWlmzle's
### a ,'0125 Mystery! I"""YI I ... I ... I 1... , 1... I

### p.....~- F.,·OJ"'~8 '="'TV- 10/19 l...E!!zzle Place ~zzle Place ..f..uzzle Place l..f.....uzzle Place ~zzle Place
"'I~ "'"I 1MI1n17n IlV-Ylll/.. lV-Vllnl77 1MI11/1: l"""vll/,,n

### p
..... '--lEX.To The J:1!!ter Rogers J:1!!ter Rogers J:1!!ter Rogers LMJ!;ter Rogers J:1!!ter Rogers
, .. EX I ,,,,,"vI1n/?7 l",,"vl 1f11 """VI 11/1; jiii:VJ 10/"" I"""VI 11n

1: 00 pn 'iXJ 10 I he Persuasion f;,Ke8Olng f;,Keadlng NRlKeadlng f;,Keading f;,Keadtng

1:30 prr 'NRiollow the m ~glC SChool ~agic School ~gic School ~9ic School :/!!gic School

2:00 prr l.d,n~~,~,ne Theater -..nrossroads ;:;l10rtraitola ;;;Mrossroads NRlHuman p;fhe Imintle

2:30 p,.... ...!::! e & TImes ...L3.:30pm 1112 --l,ntrodue:tery -4'0_0"' --l,ntrodue:tery --....nag-.., ~he Inllnlte
" 'E>I 11/1 1V-J fL ~oav.,,/3 ~_ '1/18 ""Gooloav , 115 NII....,I""O" '0/30 ...

3:00 prr~ p~a~~ Wild with with Tv.Y ~~~r with

3 .. 30 p..... IAn. place Wild -----,·m I.8hrer ~m Lehnlr '---' .shbone ._."m Lehrer
."~ 11/1 Goldengate EX II'"'''' EX] ,,,"'. r,;;;:y ~/lll EX '"''''''

4:00 prr[;v:'JAbout Your 10/26 MI.-annen -...f~~::.ne f;;;' i:~:'.:'.,ne ~ i:~:'.:'.,ne

4:30 prr~~~/~ime r,;l M\..armen INRI KraUs' ~ annen f;v:Yil,;annen

5 .. 00 p.....~- Yankee ~U, ·gl --lliI' Nye the ~illNye the ~jll Nye the 1-=-1... KraUs
." 1..L.t.•...., ,,11 Out? _. ""'-"_n'A c:" . I'" I

5:30 prr ,;;;;",lnis Old r;, 10/19 ~c:c:::;: r~.'::7.~" :-!,~=Julia ~:~ r,;;;ac::::'2~~

6:00 prr ';i alifomia American fm:'0~'7:':' ~~~';" ~::=. ~~';': ~~a.::,:"

6:30 prr ~~~~ueIl ltfr~n~~ce with with with with with

7..00 p..... ~'ng ... _Huo" Um Lehrer L.Dm Lehrer Um Lehrer ~·m Lehrer ~·m Lehrer
.. Nova ... 11_11/9 rexT I.'." rEXl~"..... rEXl.",.,., EX .""",, EX .,,"".

7:30 prr i¥110/18 ..,falifomia reW :1~~mes ~e:1 TImes ~e1~~~mes *e1~,:~mes ~ e1~,~~mes

8:00 prr ~u;QI2S Nature Full Circle Nova National Week

8:30 prr~Time Goes 'iY.1 11/9 ~ 10127 Tv.110/28 Metropolitan ~~~~hiC rex-, 10/31

9:00 pm Hawklngs' FrontlIne Opera 10/29 Mystery! Mother's

~
Maslerpiece ~~ ~_

9·.30 P _.. ·verse 10120 ---'EX 10/28.",.,., -10:30plll- ........ New
Catch 22 Theater.~ EX I lV_ I lV- .•.,'" I'u IlV_'

10125 1112 ..~. Un"-d 5111... 01
### P Adventurers Second City r;, Poelry George ~';,y 1013'

### p
..,....-,... ........ --.. 10127 --. 11/4 ~... "'_?1()..c....wotfe 10/23l.Si1!erWendy'G-
",NRI I'JV..I l'V-1 HRI [NRll1pm11f5 ---..Rl r;v::l1-':tn"1?'..
~cn program S -I,;nop rating IS Inc lC8,eo on mls gn . YVlm,n eaal program DIOCk, me age-caseo rating IS on the lell SIde,
and the content descriptor. if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX =Exempt - according to the guidelines. news and sports programs do not qualify tor a rating.
NR =Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines. should have been rated.



Morning News Morning News Morning News
10129 10123 10131

### P

### P

1:00 p

1:30 p

2:00p

2:30 p

3:00p

3:30p

4:00p

4:30p

5:00p

5:30p

6:00p

6:30p

7:00p

7:30p

8:00p

8:30p

9:00p

9:30p

### p

### P

Composite Week Sample
KTLA

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday



Composite Week Sample
Lifetime

Friday

Mommy
10/31

Escape From
Terror 10/24

flit veryaay

~ ..........
TV-1I.,..oul 2/13

ii!ldS These

Commish

1iV:l 10/31

My Mother's
Ghost 10/30

The Haunting
of

Lisa 10/30

~dS These

fo:::o" veryday
TV-l

Commish

ItV=l 11/6

Stalked
10129

No Place Like
Home 10/22

f= veryday
TIl-

Uias These
rTV-l

Commish
r;v., 11/5

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

The Midnight
Hour
10128

Darkness
Before

Dawn 10/21

'"f!5ias These

'"::':" veryday
TV-

Commish

TV-J 11/4

Monday

Bay Coven
10127

'"f!5ias r hese

Comm,sh

TV-J 10120

Sunday

InfomercIals
10119

Saturday

Infomercials
10125

7:00 a
"'7:30 a
"'

8:00 a
'"8:30 a ........
'" NR'a

9:00 '" SIsters Sisters Sisters Sisters Sisters

9:30 ~ Infomercials ~NRJ~~_~-+rrv:-r;.;.,\::::1:::0::/2::,7~"-!:-'-+TV-J;.;.,\=11::/4=""'-!:-"-+'Tv.1;.;..*1:::0:::,12:::9~"7"-+ftv:1;.;.,l::::1:::0I2=3==--+ftv:1;.;.,lb.::
1

:::,1/7:::=i!:-r-;-~
### a 10/25 ~""::...·-:rJl~-: f;v:les,gnon Po f;v:leslgn'"\10 tv:les,gnon Po tv:leSignon\lo tv:les,gn,n i'-;;-

'"### a ---. k,AidS These ~oSI per~ ~ost pen~ ~ost perl~ ~ost Perlecl Almost Pe ~
'" HR' Tll-I ITll-I 111~ LO ITV·11nr.:>1 ' TV· I 1111' 0 Tll-11111~ ro N:1 0

### a ~slgninQ.... ~Iden Gir;!!..
'" rtV=l r o TIl- I •• /0 I 0 Our Home Our Home Our Home Our Home Our Home

### a ~i9~~~ourt ~ld1e.nn\>i~TV-J 11/10 ftv:1 11/4 TV-J 10129 rrv:-r 10/23 TV-J 10/24

### P"lr£~O=::I~f.~,:.l!1~~A\>li::'i7rls:-o+;..L...I.l~...L--+Tv:1..;...1""TlMl':a::in:--f~"~~lm=.o:::::'I~'~1P7l':e=rflec::t+r,v=,......~Mr::a:::in:---fItV=l~TII-.;...&..,M:7a::,=-n--+N:1;.;...L.rMr.:a:::'":---i

'"### P l.J.!0lden Gir;!!.. The Hired ......!:!,"ndm_ by Handmade by Ha",'m_ by ......!:!,"ndm_ by ~ndmada by
TIl- ~114 1 0 Heart lVt:iesKml1/10 ~:~11/11 ~~~Onl1/12 ITVtilsion10130 1TYriocinn11'14

1:00 p ~.Door':1 1112

1:30 p ~madeby =""
"' TV-"-ion 11 TV· I

2:00 P ..§!llden Gi~ une es'
'" T\i.l 11/1 0 Waikiki

2:30 P ~ost per,!S. 10/19
'" TV-I 11/1 0 TV-I

3:00 P vn"uIV",
Mysteries

3:30 ~ N:1 11/8 Nightmare in ItV=l ~ ['7 'iV-J ~ f;v:' ['7

4:00 P ~ L..!!,ght t;ourt ~ght t;ourt ~ght t;ourt L..!!ight \.;Ourt ~ ight t;ourt
lTV. I 'N:l1111n lTV-I 11fA ITV'11nn? rTY:l 11fA TV- 1n1~1

4:30 p Betrayal of a ~ig~~ .<::>urt ~ght Court ~ight eou,a... ~ight CouJL '=' HlsigninQ....
'" Dove '~1"/"1 TV-111111 TV- 11'" 1 0 TV-11nnnl D TV- ro

5:00 P 10/18 Visions of ~OI~';..Glr~ ~tl?~~"7GI?o N:",~~:i~~'~~~QGi?-~"~~~:i~
'"5:30 P ";::-t ~ ~olden\>i~~Iden\>i~ ~olden \>i~~Iden \>ir;!!..~den \>i~

""I lTV. 1 TV- 1n"7 1 • TV-11n"l1 I' TV· ",<; I' TV-11111'>. I' TV-I 11n I'
6:00 p1-.....---+-.....---+----"\"--:su-.....pennart<&.IoI'oO.."":-et":-+-_--:s......upermark~.~•• -l:-e1":-+-_--:s..wu....pe..L,rm~.. -~-+---"\"--:su......pe"...rm~,..atk..alo:ot-+_-:!swu......pe..L..rmark.JJJ-,.':"e1~

'" ~ 11/1" TV-I:-.. "... ITV-..., lOn? ITV-~ 1/" I"""-.on"'"
6:30 P ueDt uebt uebt ueb! uebt

Abducted: A The Haunting 'N:11111n 'N:1,n", ~ 1nn? 1tV=l1nl~n IiV:l 11n
7:00 P Father's Love Passion 10/26 numa'e ,numa,e nun a,e n,lIlla,e n ,ma,e

'" 1111 Portrait Portrait Portrait Portrait Portrait

7:30 ~ N:1 TV-J fill m 11/3 1"l"'iV:1 2110 Iiv=1 1/14 1iv=1 10123 ru-J 11/14
8:00 P I-.....---+-.....-.....:~+-_mun~so':...,ve.....o~;.;.-muln=soll:...ve"'!o..-+-~u,."n=S(O~Ve"'9o..-+-~Umns=0"ve"'!o..-+-~umns=0"ve"'eo.......

'" Mysteries Mysteries Mysteries Mysteries Mysteries

8'.30 P I-,--, 11/3 _ 10/28 ........ 11/5 ........ 1/22 ~ 11/7
'" With Harmful ITV- I TV- I •TV· 1 ITV- I ITV- I

9:00 P IfTomorrow Intenl 11/2
Comes

9:30 P 8·12 am 10118 ~TV.
'" ITV· I Danrelte Steele',

### P t--Ionr.m:",m~a"'ez--f M,xed

### ~!N:1 rN:lPc:
ait

~,..ceinnc



Composite Week Sample
TNT

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
~ ,""gans

TV-

!-=- ,;;llIgan's
TV-

Ride

HOpe

~1am10~
The Eiger

Sanction Short Time

10/21

Night of Dark

Shadows
1n/?Q

Memphis

10/23

Halloween II

10/31

Golf
l1fr3o.12:3Opm
rE'i"l'"-",I_ Shoot Out

1/26

Good Day for a Yellowstone

Hanging 10/21 Kelly 3118

Hangmans
Knot

10/23

Back to Bataar

11/14

N:")11/10 N:")10/28 'Tv:1 10122

Corrina
Dove Dove Dove

"' .~,~,

the the

~i9ht 112Jl;- ~i9ht 1/317
.~, .~, ,~.~, ~,

the the the Kung Fu the

-.l\Ijght 11/1.0..- -.l\Ijght 1012.8- LNight 11/12- "--. 2/5 ....., -.l\Ijght 10/24...
~~ -~~~ _.~~. ·~;~I fY!~' ~New

Nightmare
1.'UI-4nm Kung Fu Kung Fu Kung Fu Lois & Clark

'ni:"I f7 hv:l 10/27 f71N:1 10121 f7 iV:l 10122 f7' iV:l 1/29

Kung Fu

1Tv:110/31 f7'
~&CIar1<4-

Lois & Clark ' TV- J;"", 11/11 Lois & Clark Lois & Clark

rN:ll0/27 ~=:' rN:l11/12 N:l11/13Eastwood
1112

TV:1

The Tuskegee

'WCW
WreslIing

12/1

Assault on
Devil's

Island 10/28

Two for Texas

1/21 The Horse

Lois &Clark

rN:l11/14

NBA

WON
Wn!Illlling

12/1

~__5-

I EX Jt3llpn 11m Babylon 5
~iOe the NBA ='"" 2/11
IEXl ."... TV. I

~ough Cut :!!!!!<Ie the NBA
TV-I 11/1:l EX] ~/1:l

1n·"tnn", 11'~ 1n·"\o",,," 10l":lO

Short Time

Take this Job

ForA Few
Dollars

More 8-

Two Mules for
Sister

Sarah 8-

Red Dawn

8-1 0:30pm
1?/~

They Live Midnight Run 10/20 ."
11/8 N:l r.;:o Time Elder Scared

..-"""- ..-........ ..- _la,,,,,~..1:....Uo.12:30am... Uo-12:30am L1n-12:3Oam...-
I V.l !TV- , I L TV- I I Y N,l.1Ocm 11/l1"V ;:;:v:J ~ ----rs:LD rtV=l rrv:T ~..-rv:sr:

I:aen program S -I;'\Ip ralmg 's II\( ,caled on tn.s 9n . VYitnln eaen program blOCk. tne age-Dassd raMg IS on tne len SIde,
and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR =Not Rated - tnesa programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.



Composite Week Sample
USA

L....!:!.ltra ~orce_ ~ Ignty Ma,l!...~ 19ntyM~ b.!l,grty Ma,l!...~ IgmyM~ k:!' antenllile

rnr:l ""~ '''' N- ",.. '''' N- "'" '''' N- .IV'? '''' N- ",.", '''' ...
r:::-,ChIprfu1I< -=' argoyles_ -=' argoyle~=' argoyles_ -=' 8rgoyle~-=' argoyle~

,or.>fl N- 1nnn I'" N- 1nnA I'" 1\1- .nl?C I'" N- 11,?n' '" N- 1nn.. I'"
~"Q CcN..,.~~ 8rgoyle~~ 8rgOyle~=' argoyles..... '=' argoyle~'=' argOYle~
'IV.4cod..... 2It '" N- 1M2n I '" N- 1nnA I '" 1\1- 1nI?C I '" 1V- ',nn I '" 1V- 1n,.,.. I '"
_ savaga _ ~allorM~ ~fallor MOO,!!.. ~ailor MOO,!!..~ IlorM~ kJ! tlor MOO,.!l..
lV-l '''' N- 1nn7 I '" N- ,M?" I '" 1\1- .nI?O I '" 1V- 11/<: I '" 1\1- .n,.., I '"
l:L,ortal Koml2!!l..".,.,webster ..".,.,W8bster ..".,.,Webster ,="-Webster ,="-Webster
TV., 1/11 I'" 'IV-, 11,.0 TV-, 101? TV-I 11'" 'TV-I M,..n lTV-I." ...

Saturday

7:00 am

7:30am

8:00a

~
Infomercials

8:30a 10/18

9:00 am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

LJ;!![eel ~Igh~ ~cts 01 Lile ~ird SCience ~cts 01 Lile ~cts 01 L1le ..£!ets 01 Life
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Broadcast Network Prime-Time Over-5ample
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EX = Exempt· according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.

NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.



Broadcast Network Prime-Time Over-Sample
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Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:00 pm

8:30 pm

9:00 pm

9:30 pm

10:00 pm

10:30 pm

~n~ ~SuU'l Mad About You Fnencls- TV..... IlaclIy 1112 ~ 10120 ~ 1114 lV 8IoopeB ~1D13O Playln

1001 Men8eMY'ng SLJCIlIny SuU'l Mad About You 'N.PGl 11/18 Fnends 'N.PGl 1003
~ ~~,'" R 11/3 ~- '''1' TV..... 'N.PGl 12111 TV.....

Jemy SlJCIdenIy SuU'l ~adAbout Yeu ";WG'J Friends
Pnolende< ";WG'J I ",6 t;:V:;;;;'f 11/10 TV..... 1219 Law & Order TV..... 215 Playln

';;J
11(1 JelY1y ~FiredUp _RadIO

'N.PGl
2118 ;:;.;;;1noon Square

'N.PGl
'0130

";WG'J 1I12 TV..... 1tlo'27 TV-PGi' 10128 TV..... 10130 TV.....

~... NBC ll-9I>m Fired Up News RadIO 3n:IItockfmmlte~. Unoon Square
Nabonal GeographiC EX 1217 f;v.;:GJ 1",7 TV-PGi. 11111 ~a;3Opm 12/3 ;v:;;;i'J' 1116 Players

Tv.G] ,",5 ~"''''F''8-1'ptI'I Jenny _Rad,o ~nuShow 8,JO. Union Square

iN.PGl
1214

TV-G TV·'" 11m f;v.;:GJ I 211 TV-PGi" 11118 TV~ 9ptn1213 R',,,,3

~ine In the City FraSIer ~odl. Irom the Sun Seinfeld
S,-,>Ikers TV..... 10120 ~ 1"'8 TV~ 10129 iN.PGl 1116 D_neNBC

R 10/31 ~ine In the City ~ FraSier ~oc:It from the Sun 5einleld 'U"1 1003
TV..... House of Frankenstein TV..... 11117 TV..... 1219 TV-PG 1115 f;v.;:GJ I 1120

1111 ~lIne in the City Frasier ~odt from the Sun 5einfeld
Sleepwalkers TV..... 3116 ~ 1/13 TV-PG "119 ~ 12111 Daleline NBC

R
11(1

~
'N.PGlNaked Truth ~stShootMe Wortung ~ronica'S Closet ~ 1116
TV..... 10120 TV..... 10128 ~ 11/12 TV..... 10130

Naked TNth ~tShootMe Wortung ~ro""",'S Closet
Pretender ;v:;;;;']. 11117 TV..... 11/18 'N.PGl 1"'9 TV..... 1116 Dateline NBC

'rv:PGl
119 TY.PGlNaked Truth LaI8hne Worlung ~1OIllClI·.CIoS8t ~ 11/13

Batman Forever TV..... 212 ";WG'J 3/17 TY.PGl 3/18 TV..... 11113 EX

8:30-11"," 11116
ProfiIer Dateline NBC Dalelone NBC Law & Order ER Homicide

10131

m:Gl
I""ol 10126 ......, 10127 10128

~
1009 1116

~ EX ~ ~

Profiler Dateline NBC Datelone NBC Law & Order ER Homicide

11(1 ......, 11/9

I""ol
1113

~
1114

R
11/5 ~ 11/13

~ ~.oftheF"1 rv-14

(con')
Profile< Daleline NBC Dateline NBC Law & Order ER Homicide

';V:;4l 11/14
~

..., 11/16 IEXl 11110 ~ 11/18
~

11119

~
1214

TV·'" TV.....

Each program's V-ehip rating is indICated on this gnd. With,n each program block, the age-based raung IS on the left side, and the oontent descriptOr, if
the program received one, is on the left side.

EX =Exempt .. according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR '" Not Rated .. these programs were unrated. but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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SPECIAL REPORT GiitG/NAL...........r.· ......
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

August 31, 1999

THE FAMILY HOUR:
Worse Than Ever and Headed for New Lows

I. Introduction

The following Parents Television Council study demonstrates that even during the earliest
prime-time hour, traditionally known as the "family hour," the television networks are
broadcasting increasingly explicit and frequent depictions of sexuality, profanity, and violence
over the public airwaves and into America's homes. The rise in the amount of sex and
profanity, as well as violence, during the "family hour" does American families a tremendous
disservice. The continued and accelerating degradation of network television in all these areas
has a powerful cumulative impact on thinking and behavior, especially among children.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics:

Television exposes children and teens to adult behaviors by showing
these actions as being normal and risk-free. Being sexually active is
often shown on TV as a popular thing to do. Because sexual activity
happens so often on TV, the message that is sent is "everybody does
it" with no harmful results. In addition, young teens may think that
these behaviors will make them more grown-up.

Ten percent of adolescent girls in the United States get pregnant each
year. Although TV viewing is not the only way that your teen learns
about sexuality, the risks and results of sexual activity are not given
equal time on TV.!

A recent article on the increasing use of profanity among Americans also links the trend to
TV. "The erosion of the lines that separate appropriate and inappropriate public speech is
nowhere more obvious than on prime-time television," it maintains.1 Pop culture expert Shari
Parks, associate dean of undergraduate studies at the University of Maryland at College Park,
notes, "Even children whose parents don't swear have easy access to profanity -- on prime
time."J

A July 25 article in The Washington Post reiterated that studies have "found that watching
television has a profound impact on average Americans," and cited media scholar George
Gerbner claiming that TV had risen to the level ofa "modern-day religion" because of "its
power to inform and control." Gerbner has conducted studies showing that "excessive TV
viewing can give people a distorted view of the world around them."

Only in the past few years has objectionable material become common on the broadcast
networ~s between 8 and 9 p.m. ~efore then, virtually all shows airing prior to 9 o'clock had
been SUItable for parents and chIldren to watch together (see Conclusion and
Rec.ommendati.ons, section VIII). B~t th~ networks decided to pursue the young-adult
audIence even In the first hour ofpnme tIme, and sex-heavy, family-unfriendly shows like

No. oi Copies rsc'd.--...ol2 --
UstABCDE <
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Melrose Place and Mad About You began airing at 8.

Here's one indication ofhow much has changed: In the mid·' 80s, NBC dominated Thursday
night, starting its lineup with two wholesome, all-ages blockbusters, The Cosby Show and
Family Ties. Contrast that with NBC's dominant Thursday lineup today, where its first prime
time hour is occupied by the libidinous Friends and Jesse. That kind of racy fare is typical
between 8 and 9, and not just on NBC. Most of the other networks' coming Thursday lineups
are worse - in some cases, the worst in history. In fact, as this study shows, the content of
the family hour overall is becoming more lewd and crude than ever.

1 "Talking to Your Young Teen About Sex and Sexuality," American Academy of Pediatrics,
http://www.aap.org/familv/teensex.htm
2 Paula Hunker, "Proliferating Profanity: Four-letter words are curse on English language," The Washington
Times, Tuesday, August 10, p. El.
3 Ibid. p. E3.

II. Overview and Backeround

A comparison of this study with the last PTC study of the family hour ("Bigger Isn't Better:
The Expanded TV Ratings System," released February 25, 1998) shows that this coarsening of
the family hour across the networks has occurred at a breathtakingly rapid pace. When the
Parents Television Council last analyzed the content of family-hour programming a year and a
half ago, 16 series out of 48 had received a green-light rating in the PTC's Family Guide,
meaning they "promot[ed] responsible themes and traditional values." As well, 16 were
yellow-lighted ("adult-oriented themes and dialogue may be inappropriate for youngsters")
and an equal number were red-lighted ("unsuitable for children").

This study, covering the period from May 13 through May 26, 1999, found the percentage of
shows suitable for children in the family hour had dwindled. Of a total of 37 family-hour
series, only nine (24 percent) were green-lighted. Thirteen (35 percent) were yellow-lighted,
and fifteen (41 percent) were red-lighted.

Not only has the number of age-appropriate shows for the time slot declined, but the sheer
quantity of objectionable content (the overall family-hour incidence of sex, foul language, and
violence taken together) has risen an astounding 75 percent in only two seasons.

All indications are that this trend will continue. A look at the coming season and at
Hollywood's attitude toward pushing the limits suggests an acceleration of this trend toward
trashier television. In fact, many stars and executives actually seem enthusiastic about
increasing the amount of offensive material.

To cite just one example, during an August 15 segment on Entertainment Tonight discussing
the new lows promised by the coming season, no less that four current stars endorsed the
continued erosion of television standards. Camryn Manheim of The Practice stated, "I'm all
against censorship, so whatever's pushing the limits is all right by me." Michael Boatman, who
plays homosexual character Carter Heywood on Spin City, said, "1 don't think. that there's
actually enough pushing of the envelope, and I would love to see the networks follow the
cable networks." Ally McBeal's Greg Germann enthusiastically added, "It's where we should
~e headed. It:s the millennium, come on, let's get with it!" Finally, Jay Mohr, who is starring
In what.promIses to be the foulest prime time show ever, Action, chillingly promised, "As far
as pushing the envelope, the line is going to move every year, it's going to get lower every
year."

The coming season should easily fulfill Mohr's prediction. Fox's Manchester Prep kicks off
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the new "family hour" at 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays, ushering in perhaps the vilest one-network,
one-night prime-time lineup in history with Family Guy and Mohr's show Action. One scene
from Manchester Prep featuring a girl masturbating on horseback has already been cut due to
public outrage, while another from the same show reportedly shows a girl commenting on her
stepbrother's genitalia. Action will feature formerly forbidden curse words in bleeped but
easily identifiable form, and has a plot line revolving around the size of one character's sex
organ. On UPN, ultra-violent and increasingly profane professional wrestling will be aired
during Thursday night's "family hour" on WWF Smackdown!

Moreover, several racy series, which aired at 9 p.m. or later last season, have been moved to 8
or 8:30 p.m. this fall.

For further details on programming in the fall '99 family hour, see sections VI and VII.

III. Parameters

For purposes of this study, the Parents Television Council looked at entertainment
programming in the traditional family hour (8-9 p.m. daily except Sundays, when prime time
begins at 7 0'clock, making that night's '''family hour" two hours long) from May 13 through
May 26, 1999 - the last two weeks of the 1998-'99 season - on the major broadcast networks
(ABC, CBS, Fox, NBC, UPN, and WB). If a program began airing in the family hour but
finished after 9 p.m., it was analyzed in its entirety. The study period comprised 60 separate
programs for a total of45 hours of programming.

The PTC maintained its traditionally high threshold standard for characterizing material as
sexual for terms of this study. Activities or dialogue had to be directly and manifestly related
to genital sexual activity to be included. In other words, allusions to actual sexual activity or
arousal, past, present or future, or sex organs had to be involved for material to be classified as
"sexual." Other sex-related activities not directly referencing actual sexual conduct, such as
kissing, flirtation, and ambiguous suggestiveness, are not included. This strict standard of
including only explicitly sexual material results in a much lower numerical tally of sexual
televised content than is sometimes cited in other studies.

Regarding profanity, PTC did not include instances of milder profane language in its tally.
Rochelle Gurstein, a member of the National Commission on Society, Culture and
Community, has observed, "It almost seems quaint now, but just 15 years ago, censors
wouldn't allow the word 'butt' on prime-time television."~ Now words like 'butt,' 'damn,' and
'hell' are so common that they are not counted in the PTC's studies calculating foul language
on television. See the appendix for more on what was tallied.

4 ibid. p. El

IV. Findin2s, By Cate20ry

Combined Averages

There were 304 instances of sexual content, violence, or obscenity, for an
average of 6.76 incidents per hour. This represents an increase of 75
percent over the figure from our previous study, which had an average of
3.87 instances per hour.

3 of 14
5/31/0012:19 P



Special Report - The Family Hour:... Than Ever and Headed for Ne\http://www.parentstv.org/publications/reports/famhrstudy99/famhr99.htrnl

Fox had the most offensive material overall, with 11.00 incidents per hour.
NBC was second, with 9.63. The leader in November 1997, when last we
studied thefamiiy hour, was NBC (5.69), with Fox second (4.60). (See all
network totals and rankings below.)

Violence

The percentage ofviolent content rose faster than any other category,
nearly doubling, to a per-hour average of 1.62 incidences from 0.87 in
November '97. That is an increase of 86 percent.

CBS (2.57) edged out UPN (2.50) as the violence leader. CBS (1.41) and
UPN (1.22) also came infirst and second in our last study.

Sexual Content

Sexual content has increased dramatically. The PTC found a rise of 77
percent in the average sexual content of family hour programming,
with 3.69 sexual references per hour, against 2.09 a year and a halfago.

Fox (6.80 references per hour) and NBC (6.38) were easily the most
sexually oriented of the networks. The November '97 leader, ABC,
averaged only 3.47 -less than the overall average this time.

Foul Language

Foul language also increased by a healthy 58 percent. We found an
average of 1.44 incidences per hour, as opposed to 0.91 last time.

UPN had the highest per-hour average of curse words (2.50). Fox, NBC,
and WB tied for second at 2.00 each. In our previous study, NBC finished
first at 2.00.

v. Findines. By Network

Fox had the most offensive programming overall, and the most sexual material, followed in
both categories by NBC. Following them in the overall category is UPN, WB, ABC, and CBS.
Though CBS had significantly less offensive material overall than the others, the network did
have the most incidents of violence.

1) Overall combined per-hour average of references to sexual
activity, uses of foul language, and violent incidents, by network
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Network 1999 1997 D1i97V.., • 1999V..,

Fox 11.00 4.60 INBC 9.63 5.69

UPN 8.17 2.89 U·
WB 5.53 3.10 il
ABC 5.42 4.12 il
CBS 3.62 2.38 I 2

Average: 6.76 3.87 0

2) Sexual Material- Per-Hour Average

WIAlC CIS 'ox NIC UPN

---c--- D1997 Vear ·,999 Year --,Network 1999 1997

Fox 6.80 2.00

NBC 6.38 2.88

ABC 4.43 3.47

UPN 3.17 0.89

WB 2.47 2.40

CBS 0.95 0.65

Average: 3.69 2.09

Examples of Sexual Material

Fox

• Ryan: "Is sex all that matters to you, Lexi?"
Lexi: "No, there's always love, and I love having sex with you. Now take off
your clothes."
Ryan: "No. You take off my clothes."
Lexi: "Alright honey, that's more like it. How do you want it, slow or fast?"
Ryan: "Fast."
She rips open his shirt, and they begin kissing passionately, he sits her up on
the counter with her legs straddling his waist. After Megan walks in on them
having sex in the restroom, she explains what she saw to Michael, who thinks
his wife, Jane, is Cheating on him.
Megan: "Well, did you see their flesh flapping, their bodies slapping, 'cause I
did."
Michael: "Wait a second. You saw Jane and Alex having sex? Megan, how is
that possible?"
Megan: "No, Ryan and Lexi, here, in the lounge... Oh, Michael. That is stone
cold proof, half naked bodies. You don't have stone cold proof like that."
Michael: "Oh why, because I didn't catch her in the act... well I saw it in her
eye.... "
Megan: "It's not the same thing, Michael. Writhing bodies, oh if you'd seen
what I saw, groaning, moaning, the mirror shaking..." (Melrose Place)
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NBC

• Paul takes Viagra and walks around Manhattan with an obvious erection. His
cousin Ira suggests he "relieve [him]self." Paul responds, "I ain't wasting this
[erection] on a picture ofSteffi Graf." (Mad About You)

ABC

• Dharma: "Well, you are going to teach him about sex, right?"
Greg: "Yeah. When the time is right, I'll leave a book on his dresser."
Dharma: "No, not that slot 'a', tab 'b' stuff. I'm talking about the whole sexual
experience. About how to please your partner. Like you could teach him that
whistle thing you do."
Pete: "When do you do that?"
Jane: "It's not when, you moron. It's where."
Greg: "How does she know."
Dharma: "I was bragging." (Dharma & Greg)

UPN

• Discussing a couple who are having sex for the first time:
Amber: "How long have they been up there?"
Cher: "About an hour."
Amber: "Wow... That's about 59 minutes longer than I would have expected."
(Clueless)

WB

• Jen gets really drunk, and goes upstairs with two guys. Dawson finds her
partially undressed and making out with the guys at once. (Dawson 's Creek)

• Faith: "I'm about ready to pop. Are you up?"

Xander: "I'm suddenly very up."
Faith: "Just relax and take your pants off."
Faith rips Xander's shirt off and they begin to kiss. They get into bed and have
sex. Faith's body is seen on top ofXander in the reflection of the TV. (Buffy the
Vampire Slayer)

CBS

• Royal: "Connie, how about you, does 'Whispering Penis' sound like a hotel to
you?"
Connie: "No Royal, to me it sounds like a difficult and rare party trick."
(Payne)

6 of 14
5/31/00 12:19 F



Special Report -- The Family Hour: ... Than Ever and Headed for Ne\hnp:/lwww.parentstv.org/publications/reports/famhrstudy99/famhr99.html

IPercentage of Programs With Sexual Material ....-. 1

iNetwork.. .. IPercentr~~roeraDls lVithsexualmateriall # Proerams total 1

IFox 100.0 , 717 i

l~C 8~~9 I~/? ,
IWB 75.0 f 9/12

INBC 72.7 I 8/11

IUJ>N .,_50.~. L5/10
ICBS 36.4 I 4 I 11 I
iAII n~~orl<s:, [!_8.3 L_ ___. ", _ ~~/ !O __ ._ .. '

3) Foul Language - Per-Hour Average

Network 1999 1997

ABC 0.86 0.29

CBS 0.10 0.32 2..•
Fox 2.00 1.40 i i.e•
NBC 2.00 2.00 II

t. 1

UPN 2.50 0.78 JL
WB 2.00 0.70 l D.e

...
Average: 1.44 0.91 0

ABC CBS FOX NBC UPN WB

Examples of Foul Language

UPN

• Nuclear technician: "The core's not getting water. It's heating up like a son of a
bitch." (Seven Days)

WB

• Pacey, to his father: "Screw you...You rotten son of a bitch." (Dawson's
Creek)

• "You stupid, worthless bitch!" (Buffy the Vampire Slayer)
• Abby: "len, damn it! You're such an ass!" (Dawson's Creek)

NBC

• Todd, on what will happen ifJack marries Todd's sister: "Your hair goes, her
ass expands." (Suddenly Susan)

• Manny: "You didn't have to shoot me, you crazy bastard!" (The Pretender)

Fox

• Kelso after missing a basketball free throw: "Damn!"
Steve: "I believe that's H-O-R."
Fez: "Ah, you are a whore."
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Kelso: "No, the game is Horse."
Fez: "Make that shot, whore."
Steve: " He's screwed."
Donna: " You lucky bastard."
Eric: "You guys suck. Just, thank God for Donna, that bitch." (That 70s Show)

ABC

• A woman, to her husband: "Oh, yeah? [Bleeped f-word] you and the horse you
rode in on." (Home Improvement)

CBS

• Fran's grandmother yells at Fran's mother for putting her in a home: "You
bastards!" (The Nanny)

- - --- .- --. - - .....- .. --.-.- . - - - .. -.- -.- . ' .. - . -.. -. ····1
IPercentage of Programs With Foul Language I
jNetw()rkIPerc~nti# Pr()KraD1s;ithi()uilaIlK\la&~ / #Programs total

IUPN , 80.0'-____ __ 8/10

1~~CI 7.~?_J . . .~/~1
!Fox I. 71.4 1 5/7

IWB .. L_33}_L 4_1.12

IABC I 33}j___~_j ?___ _ .. _

[CBS L 9.1 I 1 /11

I~II networks: [_~8.3. L__ ___ __ 29J ~O

4) Violence - Per-Hour Average

Network 1999 1997 C 1997 Year .1999 Year

ABC 1.00 0.35 3 "1
!5

,
CBS 2.57 1.41 0 2.5 I::

i !

Fox 1.25 1.20 ~

•II
NBC 2.20 0.82 l:! 1.5

II..
UPN 2.50 1.22 i
WB 1.06 0

-e 0.5
i
:> 0Average: 1.62 0.87 .a.ac CBS FOX NBC UPN \Ml

Examples of Violence

CBS

• Hann and the Admiral are involved in an extensive and bloody shoot out with
high.-powered ripes wi~ organized crime bosses holding Harm's daughter
captIve. A man IS shot In the chest several times - the holes are shown and his
shirt is covered in blood. (JAG)

UPN
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• A terrorist shoots the driver of Parker's truck. He shoots through the windows
of a school and is hit by a car. His partner is shot in the chest. Parker is shot in
the shoulder. Frank. kills the lead terrorist before he can detonate a gas bomb.
They then get into a fistfight - punching and headbuning each other. Parker
kills him by breaking his neck. (Seven Days)

Fox

• lax, a rapist: "What, are you going to shoot me because I raped your wife?
Shoot me, come on, I raped your wife? She liked it..." lax pulls the gun to his
chest, then punches the husband. "Did I ever tell you that your wife was one of
the best? You know why she was so good? Because I think she really got into
it, you know what I mean? I think she liked it. Let me ask you a question. Did
you guys ever do it again after we were together? You know, after we did
could you do it? Huh?" Zeke knocks him to the ground and picks up a garden
spade. He is shown thrusting the spade downward into lax's eyes. (Brimstone)

NBC

• A doctor is murdered. There is-a trail of blood leading from the infirmary to the
incinerator, inside which a corpse is later shown burning. (The Pretender)

WB

• Buffy, Angel, and Giles go to a warehouse and fight a cult. They behead, stake,
and spar with them. Buffy kills Balthazar by electrocuting him. (Buffy the
Vampire Slayer)

• A vampire has Buffy's mom tied up and gagged and he tells her that he wants
to eat and torture her. (Buffy the Vampire Slayer)

ABC

• The man shows up at Romano's home and fires a machine gun at the group of
men assembled in the house. Bullets fly everywhere. Chappel punches a man in
the face, grabs a plastic drop cloth and throws it over his head. He then punches
him in the stomach with the machine gun, pulls a gun out ofhis pocket, and
shoots him four times in the stomach. The man is then shown lying on his back
with four bullet holes in his stomach. (Vengeance Unlimited)

l!_erCen!;geoiPr~~ra.~s~!th_Vi~I_~nce_·__ _ ..
Il'le!W0rk IPercentl~Pro&rall1s with Viol~n~e I ~.~~~~r~lJls .t~tall

I~()J(:J 71.4 [ 5 /7 I
ICJ3S I 54.5 I 6 /111

IUPN L40.0 I 4 / 10 I

IWB ! 25.0 I 3/12

I~~~ 118.2 r 2 / 11
'A.J3.~_ __._ .... I 11.1 I 1 / 9
IAJllle~~~){s:/ 35 t 21/ 60

VI. Shows Mavin.: Into the Family Hour
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Even more distressing than the above fmdings is the fact that, by all accounts, family-hour
content will worsen in the coming season. Five series which last season aired after 9 o'clock
are this fall moving into the family hour: Spin City, The Norm Show (both ABC), and
Veronica's Closet, Just Shoot Me (both NBC). The drama Felicity (WB) will also join the
family hour line-up. None is suitable for its earlier timeslot. Here are examples of
objectionable content from these shows:

Spin City

• Heidi, to Mike, her boyfriend: "Last night was the sexual high point of my life.
It was as if! was being made love to not by one man, but by a pack of wild
lions."

• Nikki: "Remember last night on my kitchen counter? You said you were God."
Mike: "No, I said I was like a god. And you agreed. Four times."

The Norm Show

• Norm: "It's not a massage parlor the way you think ofa massage parlor."
Boss: "So she doesn't have sex with the customers?"
Norm: "Well, then it is a massage parlor."

• Lori: "It's... the first relationship I've had where I have real orgasms and have
to fake sleep."

Veronica's Closet

• Olive: "What about when that model came in with her thong on backwards?"
Veronica: "Perry couldn't get out of his seat for, like, twenty minutes."

• Alec, looking at fashion photographs: "These shots are hot."
Veronica: "Does it make it any less sexy knowing that over half these women
are lesbians?"
Alec: "Do you know anything about men?"

Just Shoot Me

• Elliott tells a woman they should "experience a world of possibilities." The
woman says, "Ifby 'a world of possibilities' you mean the hottest, wildest,
oiliest night of crazy, freaky, monkey sex this side of Bangkok, then I say,
'Saddle up, cowboy, you're goin' for the ride ofyour life. ,,,

• Nina: "Great news."
Finch: "Ab, the bleachers for your bedroom came in."
Nina: "At least in my bedroom, it's not a one-man show."

Felicity

• Elena: "Are you guys screwing?"
Felicity: "Elena!"
Later, Felicity says, "Are Ben and I screwing? No."

• Ben: "I'm just pissed.. J talked to my dad this morning. He's being a real dick."

VII. New Shows in the Family Hour
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Several new ·series in the 8-9 timeslot sound anything but family-oriented. Besides Manchester
Prep and WWF Smackdown!:

• ABC's sitcom Then Came You is about a professional woman who exchanges her
marriage and home for "the chance to experience true passion," which arrives in the form
of a 22-year-old waiter with whom she has a "whirlwind, passionate affair."

• UPN will unveil Shasta McNasty, an "outrageous" comedy about three young members
of a hip-hop group whose "main source ofentertainment comes from a video camera
zooming in on a sexy neighbor's steamy love life."

• Ladies Man, a CBS sitcom, includes a straight male character who wants to be gay. At
one point in the pilot, he remarks, "Maybe one day I'll be able to lie naked...and stroke
another man like a pussycat. "

VIII. Conclusion and Recommendations

The PTC's findings show that in the relatively short span of two seasons, the family hour has
become dramatically more foul-mouthed, sex-saturated, and violent. Remember, the above
findings have to do only with the first hoUf of prime time - a clean timeslot relative to after 9
0'clock, where unbridled new series such as Action will break down all historical broadcast
standards this fall.

There are many other venues for explicit programming for those who want it. Cable, movies,
and video stores have all long provided such material. Options for family viewing, however,
are dwindling. The default setting for the entertainment industry was once family-friendly,
while those desiring more graphic sexual or violent material could seek it out if they so
desired. Now, with the default setting for broadcast approaching the standards of the Playboy
Channel, families with children must seek out the limited venues where wholesome
entertainment is still available.

Pundits claim that the distinction between cable and broadcast is becoming meaningless. To
the average viewer, they say, it's just television now, no matter how it reaches the set.
Whatever the reason, broadcast network programming more and more resembles fare on
anything-goes cable channels like HBO and Showtime. This trend has produced a clear loser:
the family audience. If the family hour on network prime time is not suitable viewing for
children, nothing is - and indeed, as this PTC survey of present and future family fare shows,
nothing is.

PTC Policy Prescriptions

Americans who care about cleansing and reinvigorating the family hour must take action now
to hold networks and sponsors accountable. Fortunately, they have some allies. One promising
development is the formation of a group with tremendous power to change the face of the
family hour.

1) The Family Friendly Programming Forum should act strongly and cohesively to
follow their
charter to support family viewing in the appropriate timeslot.

The ~~ily Friet;ldly Programming Forum consists of a group ofover 30 major
te~evlSlon advertIsers who "are concerned about the dwindling availability of family
~endly television programs during prime viewing hours," and "about the TV
Image~, role mo.dels.' ~emes and language to which our young people are exposed."
Accordmg to theIr mISSIOn statement, they are working "to ensure the existence ofa
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family friendly television environment, particularly in the early evening time
period."

Families and other concerned Americans, including PTC members, should
encourage members of this forum in the positive steps they are taking - and hold
them to their mission statement. No member ofthis forum, for example, should be
sponsoring Fox's Thursday night lineup, or NBC's Friends or UPN's WWF
Smackdown!, both of which begin at 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays. If networks struggled
to find sponsors for their lineup one night a week, that lineup would change.
Americans should communicate this to those companies that express some sense of
responsibility for the programs they are willing to sponsor.

The membership of the Forum, their mission statement, and other pertinent
information is available by link through the PTC website at """.pan·lItq\~~'.:.-~.

2) Concerned Americans should organize, and continue to tell networks and sponsors to
get serious about the family hour. In the meantime, families should recognize that there
is no longer a viable family hour, and must monitor their children's viewing accordingly.

Network executives often attempt to avoid all responsibility for what they air by
pointing the finger at parents. Yes, parents have primary responsibility to monitor
their children's viewing - and yes, that avoids the question of the network's
responsibilities entirely. Shifting the blame to parents is no answer to the charge that
broadcasters are abusing their privilege of broadcasting over the public airwaves.
The networks are dumping toxic waste and insisting that the cleanup effort all falls
to parents.

Americans should not accept the artful dodging of that issue as an answer. It is not
an answer. The real issue is whether networks bear any responsibility for what they
air and at what times. Families should insist that the networks clean up their act, or
they will no longer watch their shows, and will encourage others not to watch their
shows. They can do this on their own, or aided by organizations like PTC, which
monitors shows and advertisers and publishes all the information parents need to
know about offensive programs and who is sponsoring them. Parents should be sure
to inform the networks about what they are doing, so that when ratings plummet and
sponsors flee, they'll know why. This is not censorship - this is freedom of speech
in its purest form.

3) Networks must bring back the family hour.

For decades, virtually all television shows airing between 8 and 9 p.m. Eastern and
Pacific time (7-8 p.m. Central and Mountain time) were suitable for children. When
exceptions to this rule became fairly common in the mid-1970s, the networks
responded to prodding from Congress and the Federal Communications Commission
by formally agreeing to set aside the first hour ofprime time as a "family hour"
suitable for all ages. Networks continued to abide by this spirit in the succeeding
decade and a half, during which time the 8-to-9 time slot was home to such
wholesome hits as Happy Days and The Cosby Show.

N~twork executiyes should take their responsibility to the public seriously, and
remstate the. f~~ly hour.. The public airwaves are a public trust, and the privileges
and re~ponslbllltles ofusmg ~em mu.s! be taken senously. Broadcast frequencies are
a publIc property allocated WIth condItIons attached. The Federal Communications
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